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Bulletin: Call the Parish Office or send
submissions to
hfc@holyfamilycathedralparish.com by noon on
Fridays for consideration to be published in the
next publication.

Weekend Mass Schedule:
5:00 p.m. Saturday
8:00 a.m., 10:00 a.m., 12:00 Noon,
and 5:00 p.m. Sunday
Weekday Mass Schedule:
12:05 p.m. Monday
7:00 a.m. & 12:05 p.m. Tuesday-Thursday
7:00 a.m., 12:05 & 5:05 p.m. Friday
8:00 a.m. Saturday
Tuesday-Saturday daily Masses are
usually in the Chapel of Peace.
Confessions:
Ten minutes before all Masses, and
3:30 - 4:45 p.m. Saturday
Friday Evening Holy Hour:
5:05 p.m. Mass, followed by Adoration
and Benediction until 6:30 p.m.
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Sunday Collection
July 21st, 2019
Collection:
$7,534.00
HFC Outreach:
$1,086.00
Rector Moving Support: $1,086.00
Online:
$1,003.30
Candles:
$174.78
Total:

$11,618.74

There will be a second collection
today for the Holy Family Cathedral
Outreach Program.
Intentions of the Holy Father for July:
The Integrity of JusticeThat those who administer justice may
work with integrity, and that the injustice
which prevails in the world may not have
the last word.
Sponsor of the Week:

Please pray for our parishioners,
friends, and family who are ill, especially:
JoAnn Coules, Mary Thiel, Nancy
Ottou Onana, Howard Bell, Robert
Brun, Laura McClain, Mark Stevenson, George Carver, Fred Sloan, Doris McIntosh, Sandra Henderson,
Gina Walker, Ella Gibbs, Adryel
Gibbs, Bo Benfer, Frank Sheridan,
Jeff Robb, Eric Robb, Doris Panchot,
Philip Hardman, Jim Miller, Joseph
Tinervia, Rosa Sifuentes, Tram
DoNguyen, Kathy Keating, Deacon
Jon Conro, Isabella Boyle, Cyndi
Bryant, Paulette Barnes
To add or remove a name on this list,
contact us at: 918-582-6247 or
hfc@holyfamilycathedralparish.com
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The Rector’s Message

As I was preparing to write this final reflection for the Cathedral Bulletin on the Feast of Blessed Stanley Rother, I was flipping through the dictionaries
to find the meaning of the word “martyr.” What I found didn’t satisfy me. Nearly all the dictionaries define a martyr as one who gave his or her life for a
cause believed in. Even though that can be inferred from the term, believe me,
that’s not the meaning of the word. I remembered that twenty five years ago,
when I took a class in Classical Greek, the word has a straightforward meaning.
The Greek word μάρτυς, from which we derive the word martyr, means
“witness.” The courts invite witnesses who could provide evidentiary proof of an
event or a case. I was once subpoenaed by the Tulsa DA as a witness to a case
of sexual abuse of a minor. I was not the only one subpoenaed, but the state
reserved my witness as the last—what they call “star witness.” After my direct,
cross examination and redirect by the attorneys for the state and the defense,
the state rested its case. The verdict was three life sentences for the accused. A
star witness is one most trusted by the jury.
For a definitive reason and cause, Jesus made his apostles “star witnesses” of the resurrection event. Right before He ascended into heaven, He told
them: “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you
shall be my witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in Judea and Samaria, even to the
remotest part of the earth” (Acts 1:8). The apostles had no clue what that statement meant and could not imagine what it would take to accomplish it. But then
came the Holy Spirit and they breezed out of the cenacle to speak boldly
about Jesus. That is “witnessing;” that is martyrdom.
There are common features of stereotypical martyrdoms. The martyr is a
hero: devoted to a cause the individual believes to be admirable. The martyr is
in the opposition: opposing what for the martyr is a moral evil. There are foreseeable risks attached to witnessing: once committed to a cause, harmful effects
might result. But there’s courage and commitment expressed by the witness: even
though the witness knows the risks attendant, the martyr doesn’t waver. Death
may result from witnessing: the opponents of the cause would seek to silence the
witness with threats and actual loss of life. Finally, there is the response of the
audience to the bold witness given by the martyr: others who believe in the same
cause become inspired to pursue it.
Martyrs of the faith—like our native-born Stanley Rother—passed all
these tests of martyrdom and are recognized for their heroic witness. The witness of our brother Stanley has not only redounded in the circles of faith; even
the state of Oklahoma has declared today, July 28th, as Stanley Rother Day.
We thoroughly appreciate that. To every Oklahoman, it would not be enough
to only celebrate our brother or to place him on the pedestal. We, like Stanley,
we are called by Christ to be witnesses, namely, martyrs. Mother Teresa of Calcutta once reminded us that this is not a luxury, but a necessity. Witnessing is not
a special reserve of priests or religious or any special state. Martyrs come from
among rich and poor, strong and weak, geniuses and uneducated. None is precluded. Fr. Cantalamessa once said in one of his Lenten sermons that, “it doesn’t
depend on us to be born strong or weak, beautiful or less so, rich or poor, intelligent
or less so. What depends on us instead is being honest or dishonest, good or bad,
saints or sinners.” Charles-Francois Gounod adds that, “a drop of holiness is worth
more than and ocean of genius.”
As we celebrate Stanley Rother today, our best resolve should be to always firmly take the witness stand for Christ. As Fr Stanley himself attests, “a
shepherd cannot run at the sign of danger.” We must not fear or waver, because
the pursuit of holiness, like the journey of the chosen people of God in the desert, consists of continuous stops and fresh starts. We may occasionally fall into
sin, yet remember that the contrary of a saint is not a sinner, rather a failure;
and failure is only achieved by giving up the fight or resigning to mediocrity.
Fr. Jo Chukwudi Okonkwo
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of the Cathedral,
As I leave Holy Family, I am happy to see
the generosity of so many parishioners and members of the greater Catholic community that have
supported the Elevate campaign. I am forever
thankful for the dedication to support our cathedral.
You still can make a gift or a pledge payment electronically by going to the Holy Family Cathedral website.
Thank you for your consideration.
Yours in Christ,
Fr. Okonkwo
“Eucharistic Adoration with Holy Face Devotion”
Friday afternoons 12:30-5:05 pm
All parishioners of Holy Family and the faithful of the Diocese of Tulsa
are invited to participate in a new devotional opportunity at the Cathedral. Each Friday the Blessed Sacrament will be exposed for adoration in
the chapel between the noon and 5:05pm Masses. The image of the Holy
Face, touched to the authentic Holy Face image, will be displayed along
with devotional materials for making reparations to the Holy Face of
Jesus. After the 5:05pm Mass, adoration will continue from 5:30 –
6:30pm. This is the Holy Hour begun some years ago, for the intention of
making reparation for the abuses and scandal experienced within the
Church. During these adoration opportunities, the Holy Face image will
be displayed and devotional materials will be available for the aid of
the adorers. You’re invited to pray for our parish, the Church, our clergy,
and personal and family needs. With prayer we can change the world!
The Music Heard at Mass Today
At the Offertory the Cathedral Choir will sing
a setting of Psalm 23 The Lord is My Shepard
by Howard Goodall.
During Communion the choir will sing O Taste
and See by Ralph Vaughn Williams (1872-1958). Vaughn Williams
was a prominent composer in Britain and his work O Taste and See from
Psalm 34 was first performed in Westminster Abbey.
Also during Communion the choir will sing a setting of the ancient text
Ave Verum Corpus by Malcom Archer. The Latin translates “Hail, true
Body, born of the Virgin Mary, having truly suffered, sacrificed on the
cross for mankind, from whose pierced side water and blood flower; Be
for us a foretaste [of the Heavenly banquet] in the trial of death! O
sweet Jesus, O holy Jesus, O Jesus, son of Mary, have mercy on me.
Amen.”
Thank you to Ernest Neal, Mary Jo Dixon, and all our choir members and cantors.

TULSA, OKLAHOMA

This Week
in Family
Faith
Formation

New to the parish and looking for
our religious education options?
We have Family Faith Formation, a
once-a-month class with weekly
family activities. These education
opportunities
highlight the importance of parents being involved
in their children’s faith and building
the domestic Church. Families love
the opportunity to grow in the faith
together through these guided activities.
Family Faith Formation will begin
again in the fall. Please reach out
to Monica Conro to ensure you receive the necessary information to
register next year: mconro@
holyfamilycathedralparish.com

Altar Flowers:
During the season of Ordinary Time
we invite parishioners to donate the
altar flower arrangements in honor
of birthdays, anniversaries, and memorials.
If interested in donating altar flowers please contact the parish office.
ConnectNow (Online Giving)
Tithing is now even easier!
Holy Family Cathedral offers the
opportunity for you to donate
directly to the parish or schedule
donations through ConnectNow.
Login and start making your
offertory gifts to the parish even
easier than ever before.
Go to http://
holyfamilycathedralparish.com/
parish/online-giving/

SUNDAY— JULY 28TH, 2019
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RCIA
Wednesdays at the Cathedral may be on hiatus during the summer
but RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) still meets every
Wednesday at 6:30 pm in the Halpine Room. We offer year-round
classes so individuals can begin attending as soon as they feel the call
to explore Catholicism further.
For more information or questions, please contact Jeri Potter at
rcia@holyfamilycathedralparish.com.
Thursday Night Bible Study
Bible Study is back! Come join Deacon
Jerry Mattox to ponder, wonder, and
explore the written word in the bible!
The coffee’s hot and the knowledge is
for the taking! Every Thursday in the
Halpine Room at 6:30 pm.
New Rector Installation: Father Gary Kastl
Father Kastl’s assignment as the new Rector of Holy Family Cathedral goes
into effect on August 1st, 2019. He will be installed as the Rector during the
5:00 pm Mass on Saturday, August 3rd.
There will be a reception following in the Heiring Auditorium. With the
weekend of the 3rd and 4th being his first weekend at Holy Family he will
preside and preach at all Sunday Masses. Join us in welcoming Father
Kastl to Holy Family Cathedral!
Walking in the Footsteps of Jesus
– A Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
with Father Jovita
There are 7 spots remaining on the
pilgrimage to the Holy Land with
Fr. Jovita this October! The round
trip pilgrimage from Tulsa, OK will
be October 9-19th, 2019. Cost is $3,200 per person and covers airfare,
first class hotels, breakfast and dinner daily, professional local Catholic
guides, and admission fees per itinerary.
Contact Roseanne Bell, trip coordinator, for more information at 918-8094274 or rbell@bwdesignllc.com.
This is a once in a lifetime type of opportunity and we would love for you
to join us! Please consider joining Father Jovita and many parishioners as
well as people across the Diocese of Tulsa and Eastern Oklahoma.

Interested in Touring Holy
Family Cathedral?
Kathleen gives tours of our Cathedral and offers insights encompassing information on the history
of Catholicism in Oklahoma, our
parish, sacred art, architecture,
and any questions you might have
about this cathedral. All scheduled tours require at least 24
hour notice and are subject to
church availability & Kathleen’s
schedule. We kindly request tour
groups to be at least four people
in number. Tours can accommodate people of all ages. Please
indicate if interested in a tour in
Spanish and accommodations
may be able to be offered.
Contact Kathleen at
hfc@holyfamilycathedralparish.
com to schedule tours.
Scheduling is now available.
Follow us on Social Media!
@holyfamilycathedral
@holyfamilycathedral
@holyfamilycath
MyParish App
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Blessed Stanley Francis Rother
Today the Church within the Diocese of Tulsa
and Eastern Oklahoma and the Archdiocese
of Oklahoma City memorialize the life of
Blessed Stanley Rother. Holy Family is especially blessed to celebrate this feast because
Father Rother served here as an associate
pastor in 1966. In 1968 he began serving in
Guatemala and was ultimately martyred on
this day, July 28th, 1981.
If you look to the north transept of Holy Family Cathedral, you’ll notice a shrine between
St. Joseph’s altar and the confessional. This
shrine is dedicated to Blessed Stanley Rother.
Take some time to look at it today and pray in memorial of this servant of the Church. As a part of this shrine
we have been entrusted with a first class relic of Father Rother. A small piece of his bone is found in the reliquary on the wall. This relic was given to Bishop David Konderla after he was ordained our bishop in 2016.
He brought this relic with him to each parish within the Diocese of Tulsa and Eastern Oklahoma during his first
year of service to our diocese. It is now very appropriate that this relic resides here, not only where Father
Rother lived and served many years ago, but also as the cathedral, the mother church of the Diocese of Tulsa
and Eastern Oklahoma.
Below is an excerpt from stanleyrother.org giving details on Blessed Stanley Rother’s story. Take some time to
read further on the website for even more details about this man, a faithful servant of the Church.
“Born: 3/27/1935
Ordained: 5/25/1963
Martyred: 7/28/1981
Beatified: 9/23/2017
An Oklahoma farm boy, Stanley Francis Rother (ROW-THER) was born March 27, 1935, in Okarche, Oklahoma. Ordained a priest for what was then the Diocese of Oklahoma City and Tulsa, he served in the diocese’s
mission in Guatemala for 13 years. Seeking justice in the midst of a protracted civil war, Father Rother fought
courageously for the well-being of his people in combating a culture that was excessively hostile to the Catholic
Church… From the onset of his death, the people of Santiago Atitlan, the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City and
the Diocese of Tulsa have believed that Father Rother died for the faith. In 2007, his Cause for Canonization
was opened.
In June 2015, the Theological Commission at the Congregation for the Causes of Saints in Rome voted to formally recognize Oklahoma’s Servant of God Father Stanley Rother a martyr. The determination of martyrdom
was a critical step in the Archdiocese of Oklahoma City’s Cause to have Father Rother beatified, the final stage
before canonization as a saint.
On Dec. 2, 2016, Pope Francis officially recognized Father Rother as a martyr for the faith. He is the first
American-born martyr and the first U.S. priest to be beatified. Cardinal Angelo Amato celebrated the Rite of
Beatification on Sept. 23, 2017, at the Cox Convention Center in downtown Oklahoma City.
Blessed Stanley Rother, pray for us.”

SUNDAY—JULY 28TH, 2019
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Holy Family Cathedral School News:
The Holy Family Cathedral School is seeking to reduce energy costs and is installing Smart Power Strips in the
classrooms for computers and Smart boards. The school is in need of twenty - two of them. Each one costs
$23. If you would like to help purchase one of these Smart Power Strips for the school, please contact Trish
Spoerl at trish.spoerl@myhfcs.org or call the school at (918) 582-0422. Checks can be made to HFCS.
Catholic Engaged Encounter
The next Catholic Engaged Encounter weekend will be September 6th
-8th. More information is found on
the flyers on the bulletin boards in
the back of the church.
Registration can be found at
tulsacee.org
Questions should be directed to
ceetulsa@gmail.com
Knights of Columbus:
Thank you to all that participated
in last week’s blood drive! Blood
supply counts are always low in the
summer and you all helped make
record breaking donations from
Holy Family Cathedral.
We’re already looking forward to
our next blood drive and the opportunity for you to help Save a
Life!
Mark your calendars for the 2019 Diocese of Tulsa Catechetical Conference– Friendship in Christ

We are less than a month away from the 2019
Catechetical Conference! Please join us Saturday,
August 17th from 8:45 am-5 pm at Renaissance
Tulsa Hotel.
This year’s theme “Friendship in Christ” is being led
by three Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia from Nashville, Tennessee, each highly-sought speakers with a
reputation for their faithfulness to Jesus Christ and
His Church through their education ministries.
Tickets are available from Eventbrite or on the Diocese of Tulsa and Eastern Oklahoma Facebook page. The
conference will conclude here at Holy Family Cathedral with the 5:00 pm Mass.
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Mass Intentions
Contact the Parish Office to Schedule

Next Sunday at Holy Family Cathedral:
Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday, July 29, St. Martha
12:05 Marian Holland
Tuesday, July 30, St. Peter Chrysologus
7:00
Jim Miller
12:05 Bernadette Subia/ Martin & Helen Reidy
Wednesday, July 31, St. Ignatius of Loyola, Priest
7:00
Muhammed Iqbal
12:05 Gabriel Garcia/ Martin & Helen Reidy
Thursday, August 1, St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop & Doctor of the
Church
7:00
No Intention
12:05 Kay Keith/ Theresa Horton
Friday, August 2, St. Eusebius of Vercelli, St. Peter Julian Eymard
7:00
No Intention
12:05 † John F. Callahan/ Monte Prater
5:05 Souls in Purgatory
Saturday, August 3
8:00 † Howard Potter/ Jeri Potter
5:00
Fr. Gary Kastl
Sunday, August 4
8:00 † Dcn. Charlie Toppins
10:00 Holy Family Parishioners
12:00 † Jean Caldwell/ Holy Family Cathedral Women’s Club
5:00

No Intention

Scripture Readings: August 4th
ECC 1:2; 2:21-23
PS 90:3-6, 12-14, 17
COL 3: 1-5, 9-11
LK 12:13-21
Next weekend there will not be a second
collection.

“We seek true worshippers willing to spend one hour a week
in the Living Presence of Jesus at the St. John’s Adoration
chapel. Will you be the one to respond to his love?” Call Ellen
at 918-829-6561 or Tony at 918-742-3593 to schedule

LITURGICAL MINISTERS
August 4th
Reader
Saturday Jeanne Sullivan
5:00 PM Robert Sullivan

Sunday Mary Ellen Thurman
8:00 AM Jim Wilson
Sunday Donzetta Seals
10:00 AM David Hunt

Sunday Joseph Zdanowski
12:00 PM Cathy Skalla

Sunday Helen Maxey
5:00 PM Robert Thompson

Server
Paul Louderback
John Paul Schmidt
Andrew Schmidt
Peter Schmidt
Tim Healey
George Tulipana
Justin Schrader
Paul Maras
John Paul Skrzypczak
Athanasius Brown
Elias Brown
Linus Brown
Thompson Jamieson
Joshua Stice
Avery Weeks
William Snow
Matt Monnot

Bella Bloss
Joseph Sartorius

Extraordinary Minister of
Holy Communion

Sacristan
Jeri Potter

Mary Ellen Thurman
Helga Gorman
Jim Wilson
Sr. Mary Bernard
Arkanjelo Goz
Paul Sandstrom
Donzetta Seals
Janie Green

Tim and Jeannie Bracken

Joesphine Hornsby
Jeri Potter
Leila Safavi
Sheri Young
Paul Sandstrom

Jeri Potter

Jeri Potter

Robert Thompson

